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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR PINT YO AL 

SUBJECT: DISAPPEARING ALBANIAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
REF: USNATO 4612 (NOTAL) 

1. HOT TOPIC IN BELGRADE THESE DAYS IS REPORTED OUSTER ALBANIAN 
DEFENSE MINISTER. 

2. EMBASSY OFFICER WAS ASKED SEPTEMBER 10 BY THE WASHINGTON 
POST CORRESPONDENT WHETHER WE KNEW THE ALBANIAN DEFENSE 
MINISTER, BEQIR BALLUKU, HAD BEEN DEPOSED AND EXECUTED. 

EMBOFF SAID HE THOUGHT HE REMEMBERED HEARING SOMETHING 
ABOUT BALLUKU NOT APPEARING WHEN HE WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE, 

BUT KNEW NO SPECIFICS. THEN REUTERS CORRESPONDENT CAME IN WITH 
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THAT BALLUKU HAD EVOKED ENVER HODZA'S IRE IN A SPEECH ON 
ALBANIAN FOREIGN POLICY IN WHICH HE HAD CLAIMED "ONE COULD NOT SAY 
THE SUPER POWERS WERE EQUALLY BAD", WHICH WAS INTERPRETED AS 
BEING PRO-SOVIET. REUTERS MAN GOT CONFIRMATION OF A SORT FOR HIS 
STORY FROM TWO SOURCES. FIRST, HE NAILED ALBANIAN EMBASSY 
DEPUTY JORGAQ MIHALI AT A COCKTAIL PARTY AND, WHILE LATTER WOULD 
NOT DIRECTLY CONFIRM THE OUSTER, HE SAID THAT FOLLOWING A JULY 
25-26 PLENUM DEVOTED TO DEFENSE QUESTIONS, "CADRE CHANGES" 

WERE MADE. (POLCOUNSELOR HAD TRIED TO TALK TO MAHALI AT SAME 
FUNCTION, BUT LATTER VIRTUALLY FLED AT APPROACH.) SUBSEQUENTLQ, 

ACTING FSFA NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES DIRECTOR MIODRAG KRDZIC TOLD 
REUTERS BALLUKU WAS DEFINITELY OUT. 

3. RED TANJUG FOREIGN PRESS REVIEW (DISTRIBUTED TO PARTY/ 

GOVERNMENT HEIRARCHY ) REPORTED BOTH POST AND REUTERS VERSION SEPT 12, 
SO RUMOR WILL NOW RUN THE DIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT TO THE DETRIMENT OF 
ACCURACY AND SUBSEQUENT ABILITY TO TELL FACT FROM FANTASY. 
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